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You mlma for wy views on the disclesure in tha Commitiae's
report of budgot figures for {hé Nationol Intelligenoe Program
which I presented to the Commiiten on 11 July 1972, Disclonure of
tha tolad figure in the Comunittac's roport would not i sy view prosont
& peeurity problam at this $ime. I would, however, sut a precadout
~or dgclosurve of this fipuve snnunlly. I this were to ocour, the annusl

o fiuetuations fa our tetod intelligenee offort would be revealed. I do

ot belleve £t would Yo fu the notfenal Iaterost to dleclose thie kind
of mformuon to foraign natimw.

The publio diualmxum 0’.’ budget tolale for DIA aud Stals/INR have
not preascated secuvily probloms, Publiv ddselosure of tolnl figures
fov ol the progravas, Lowavoer, would peveal a good daal abraat (he
Adlateibution of our nfelligense resourcos among diffevont typus of
Intelfgence activily, euch as elandustine coileotlon, siganls intergapt,
and evarhned veconnaiesonco. More Importanily, sn annual uvp~dots
of suoh figures would provide insighite Ioto the ohanges snd {tronds
in our inlalllgence programa whﬁm gould be d::mng,mg {o intelligence
POUY OB :md mothoda,

In » more genoral sense, [ um eoncovand that publie disddvsure
of total ntelllgenca fipures will load fo prewsupren for further pubile
explanations of the programs fur wihieh the monles wars apprepriated.
Any noruting of the awbstuace of he programs by olher thon thoow
authonined could, in my view, ba damar“ln'r o {atolligence sourcos 25X1
end modm&a :
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I understand, however, your wish that selected members of |

the Senate not now privy to such information be advised of the

breakdown of figures for national intelligence activities inte CIA,
DIA, NSA, Army, Navy, Air Force and State Department. I
have no objection on security grounds to the disclosure of this

" ‘bpeakdown orelly to such members on a classified basis.

* 1 am aware, Mr. Chairman, that there are many considerations
in determining the optimum position on the public disclosure of
intelligonce budget flgures. The views I have expressed above
addross only those considerations for which I am primarily res-
ponsible under the Yational Security Act of 1947 -~ the protection
of intelligence sources and methods. The final determination of

 what should or should not be publicly disclosed is, in my view,

‘the proper function of tha Congress.

Sincerely,
ml W B Colby
© W. B. Colby
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